
From the Desk of Dr. Jerry Jordan 
Supe rint end ent  of  Scho ols  

Welcome new and returning families to South Holland District 150.  Once 
again, we are off to a great start. Join us in welcoming the following teachers 
and administrator to District 150:   Colleen Jenkins, 4th grade teacher at 
McKinley Elementary; Jeremy Rowland, Band Director/Music Teacher at McKinley Elementary 
and Junior High; Shemeka Fountain, Assistant Principal at McKinley Elementary and Junior 
High.  Congratulations to Mrs. Diana Echols, 4th grade teacher at McKinley Elementary who 
retired on September 26, 2014.  We thank her for her years of commitment and dedicated service 
to the children of South Holland District 150. 
 
Common Core Standards 
This year, students will no longer be assessed on the Illinois Learning Standards by the Illinois 
State Assessment Test (ISAT).  Students will now be assessed on Common Core Standards 
(CCS).  The Common Core Standards establish clear expectations for what students should be 
learning in English/language arts and mathematics at every grade level from pre-kindergarten 
through 12th grade.  These new standards were developed to provide all students with an equal 
opportunity to succeed academically.   
 
The CCS emphasize critical thinking and concept mastery in English/language arts underlining 
the importance of reading nonfiction, working with more complex texts, using evidence to back 
claims, expanding  academic vocabulary and writing analytical essays.  In mathematics, the 
standards require greater depth of instruction on fewer essential topics so that students gain a 
more comprehensive understanding of key concepts.  They emphasize the application of mathe-
matics towards solving real-world problems.  Illinois, in collaboration with 25 other states, is 
currently in the process of updating its science standards.  These standards will be rigorous, inter-
nationally benchmarked, and provides for a new way of teaching science and engineering.  All of 
these  assessments are designed to be taken by students online at least twice a year.   
 
Illinois Approved for Waiver from the No Child Left Behind Act 
Last year, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) applied for a waiver from the No Child 

Left Behind Act.  The waiver has been approved.  Even though school districts will no longer    

be penalized for not making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in a given year, there will still be    

accountability for student learning.  The waiver also means districts that were placed on         

academic status for not meeting AYP will no longer have to provide supplemental services       

for students not meeting AYP.   

ISBE has outlined criterion for academic achievement that must to be met by all districts.  One 

criteria is that districts must measure and document student growth annually.  A joint committee 

of teachers and administrators will determine targets and assessments to be used for measuring  

student growth.  ISBE has identified districts performing at the lowest 20% on state assessments.  

These districts must measure and document student growth beginning September 1, 2015.  The 

rest of the districts must measure and document student growth beginning September 1, 2016.  

South Holland District 150 is not on the lowest 20% list.  Student growth will make up 30% to 

50% of teachers’ performance evaluation.  Student growth is currently a part of the principals’        

performance evaluations. 

Inside this issue: 

Superintendent  2 

Health & Wellness 2-3 

Curriculum &  
Technology 

4 

Specialized Services 5 

Greenwood School 6 

McKinley School 7 

South Holland School District 150 

DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 

FALL 2014 ISSUE 



From the Desk of Dr. Jerry Jordan 
Superintendent of Schools Continued 

Robotics STEM Lab   
During the Spring of 2014, the teachers and administrators at McKinley School wrote a proposal  
for a matching grant to receive a Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) grant  
with a focus on a Robotics Lab.  In the proposal, the staff had to demonstrate how STEM would be  
implemented across grade levels and content subject areas. The grant was awarded and District 150’s 
Board of Education provided the matching funds.  The Robotics Lab was delivered this summer and 
training on how to utilize the lab was provided to the staff.  The staff and students are excited for this 
STEM Lab.  It should be a great benefit to the students.  Parents and community members are welcome 
to come in to see the lab. 
 
New Computer Labs 
A new computer lab was added at McKinley Junior High and Greenwood Elementary this summer for student use.   
These computer labs along with our existing labs will be used to assess students on the Common Core Standards this year.   
 
Surveillance Cameras 
With matching funds awarded by ISBE this spring through the School Maintenance Grant, we were able to purchase and have     

installed surveillance cameras for Greenwood and McKinley Schools.  The cameras will allow us to enhance school security by  

having the ability to monitor individuals entering and exiting our buildings, playgrounds, parking lots, hallways and stairways.  

Hopefully, it will also deter vandalism to our schools. 

 

 

 

 

Hospitals in several states, including Illinois, have recently reported clusters of severe respiratory illnesses in children. Enterovirus 

D68 (EV-D68)   was identified as the cause of these illnesses.  Individuals admitted in the hospitals with confirmed EV-D68, range 

from six weeks to 16 years of age.  EV-D68 is a specific type of virus that causes the following symptoms: wheezing; difficulty 

breathing; shortness of breath; chest pains; fever may exist or coughing. 

 

Individuals with existing chronic respiratory disorders such as asthma or bronchitis are at greater risk of being affected by this virus.                      
Although vaccines are not available to combat this virus, measures below can help reduce the risk for this and any other form of        
respiratory illnesses.  Listed below are the recommended measures: 
 

 Wash hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds;  

 Wash hands before eating, after toileting and when wiping a runny nose; 

 Cover mouth when coughing; 

 Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands; 

 Avoid kissing, hugging and sharing cups or eating utensils with people; 

 Disinfect frequently touched surfaces, such as desks and doorknobs, especially if someone is sick; 

 Stay home when feeling sick and obtain consultation from your health-care provider. 
 

Although District 150 has not had any confirmed cases of this virus, you are strongly encouraged to follow the  
recommended measures so that we can strive to remain free from this virus. 
 
FLU SHOTS 
The Illinois State Board of Education is encouraging parents to have their children vaccinated against the Influenza 
viruses. Vaccinations are the most effective way in protecting your child and classmates from this potentially serious 
disease.  
 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 
In accordance with state and district policy, all medications dispensed in school, including over-the-counter medicine must have 
written authorization from both the parent and physician. If your child has medicine he/she should take in school, contact the nurse’s 
office to obtain the proper forms.  

 
 

From the Desk of Bernadette Lawrence 
School Nurse 
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From the Desk of Bernadette Lawrence 
School Nurse Continued 
DENTAL EXAMINATION 
Be advised that School House Dental Services will again be providing dental examinations, teeth cleanings, fluoride  
applications and fillings for all students at no charge November 10th, 12th and 13th at Greenwood and December 2nd, 3rd  
and 4th at McKinley.  
 
NUTRITION 
Make sure your child has a well-balanced breakfast and lunch each day. Students perform better in school when fed properly. 
 
EBOLA HEMORRHAGIC FEVER 
Ebola Hemorrhagic Fever is a rare and deadly disease with only a few confirmed cases in the U.S. so far. Because the natural host of 
Ebola viruses has not yet been identified, the manner in which the virus first appeared in humans is unknown. However, researchers 
believe that the first patient became infected through contact with an infected animal. Currently, there is no FDA-approved vaccine 
available for Ebola.   
 
Symptoms of Ebola include:   

 fever greater than 38.6°C or 101.5°F  

 severe headache 

 muscle pain 

 weakness 

 diarrhea 

 vomiting  

 abdominal stomach pain  

 unexplained hemorrhage--bleeding or bruising 
Symptoms may appear anywhere from 2 to 21 days after exposure to Ebola, but the average is 8 to 10 days. 
 
When an infection does occur in humans, the virus can be spread in several ways to others. Ebola is spread through direct contact 
through broken skin or mucous membranes, for example, the eyes, nose, or mouth; blood or body fluids, including but not limited 
to, urine, saliva, sweat, feces, vomit; and breast milk of a person who is sick with Ebola.  This also includes objects, like needles and 
syringes, that have been contaminated with the virus infected animals.  It has not been proven that Ebola is spread through the air or 
by water, or in general, by food. However, Ebola may be spread as a result of contact with infected bats or mammals. So far, there 
has not been any confirmed case of infected mammals in the U.S. Nor, is there any evidence that mosquitos or other insects can 
transmit Ebola virus. 
 
If you travel to or are in an area affected by an Ebola outbreak, make sure to do the following:   

 practice careful hygiene;  

 wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds;  

 avoid contact with blood and body fluids;   

 do not handle items that may have come in contact with an infected person’s blood or body fluids, such as clothes, bedding, 
needles, and medical equipment;   

 avoid funeral or burial rituals that require handling the body of someone who has died from Ebola;   

 avoid contact with bats and suspected mammals blood fluids;   

 and avoid hospitals where Ebola patients are being treated. The U.S. embassy or consulate is often able to provide advice on 
facilities.  Go to the hospital if you or a family member develop any symptoms of the virus and isolate suspected person(s)    
immediately.  

 
Recovery from Ebola depends on good supportive clinical care and the patient’s immune response. People who recover from Ebola 
infection develop antibodies that last for at least 10 years. For more information regarding Ebola go to CDC.GOV.  
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The administration and staff of South Holland District 150 have high expectations for all students.  We continue to work in     
alignment with statewide initiatives and standards to develop more meaningful ways of providing instruction and measuring      
student progress toward college and career readiness. The clear, consistent and higher expectations of the new standards are  
changing the way teachers engage and challenge their students by focusing on concept mastery, critical thinking and real-world 
application. You can find grade level Common Core Parent Guides and other parent resources by visiting our newly updated     
District website: www.sd150.org and clicking the red  virtual back pack or by visiting the Curriculum & Technology webpage.  
 

Spring 2014 ISAT Scores: How did We Match Up? 
District 150 overall has performed well in 2014 taking into consideration that 100 percent of the questions were aligned to the  
more rigorous Common Core State Standards. Staff and students have been embracing change necessary to increase student 
achievement. The Spring 2014 state assessments marked the last time schoolchildren will take the reading and mathematics ISATs. 
In 2013, only 20% of test questions were based on Common Core State Standards. In 2014, all questions were based on the  
Common Core State Standards. The state will launch a new set of assessments for the 2015 school year. The new online  
assessments this school year will also be based fully on Common Core State Standards. However, they are expected to  
include more analysis and lengthier responses compared with the ISATs. The diagram below shows how we, as a District,  
performed by grade level in comparison to the State’s average. 

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) has not yet released the 2014 statewide test results to the public. The target date for 
the Illinois State Board of Education to release the statewide test results to the public is October 31st. Stay informed and engaged        
in our achievement by visiting the ISBE Report Card webpage found as a link on our District website or by visiting http://
www.illinoisreportcard.com/.  
 

As a district administrator, I enjoy working with staff to implement ways to improve our educational environment. Staff and      
administration continue to actively engage in a medley of activities to prepare our students for the Common Core shift.  I work 
with three leadership committees that are dedicated to ensuring our professional development, curriculum and technology are 
meaningful and effective. This school year, the focus for our professional development is centered on the Charlotte Danielson 
Framework for Teaching. The Framework for Teaching, created by Charlotte Danielson, is a comprehensive and coherent       
framework that identifies those aspects of a teacher’s responsibilities that have been documented through empirical studies and 
theoretical research as promoting improved student learning. The Curriculum Committee continues to assess strengths and gaps in 
our instructional materials and explore materials to enhance our resources. The primary focus of the Technology Committee’s has 
been to ensure our staff and students are comfortable with and utilizing our technological resources by enhancing teaching and 
learning through the responsible use of technology. 
 

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) exams will debut this school year for our 3-8 
grade students and aim to measure how well our students are mastering content aligned to Illinois’ new, more rigorous learning 
standards tied to college and career readiness. The new tests were developed in response to the longstanding concerns of educators, 
parents and employers who want assessments that better measure students’ critical thinking and problem-solving skills and their 
ability to communicate clearly. 
 

In preparation for the standards, we have also purchased a typing program for all K-8 grade students.  This Type 
to Learn 4 program will help improve student typing speed and accuracy by teaching how to type more effi-
ciently.  We have the web-enabled version that allows students to practice from anywhere they have an internet 
connection. Visit our website and on our home page under the Links drop down tab to find information on The 
Type to Learn 4 download instructions for home users. Encourage your child to practice for perfection.  
 

 

 

From the Desk of Tiffany Webb 
Assist ant  Super int endent  fo r  Curr icu lum and Techno logy  

 

http://www.sd150.org
http://www.illinoisreportcard.com/
http://www.illinoisreportcard.com/
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Special Education * English Language Learners* Gifted Instruction* Early Childhood  
 
 

It is my honor to be a member of this great school community of South Holland District 150.  Our district reflects an atmosphere, 
where the goals and aspirations of staff are to prepare students for college and careers.  I strongly believe in a child-centered  
approach to education, with the consistent theme of preparing students to be entrepreneurs of their own learning.   
 

One of my goals is to provide instructional leadership that will facilitate a learning environment that will ensure staff is planning  
differentiated instruction to help students to meet their academic goals in a least restrictive learning environment.  I believe  students 
with exceptionalities should consistently be challenged at appropriate levels to reach their fullest potential.  By continuing to work 
collaboratively with parents, teachers, support staff, and administration, we will provide students with the necessary skills to become 
successful  life-long learners.  I strongly believe with a close and collaborative partnership, we can make South Holland School Dis-
trict 150 an even better place for students to learn, grow and achieve.   
 

Special Education   
Our special education programs support students with disabilities by offering specifically 
designed instruction and related services. This allows students to develop college and career 
readiness skills and achieve the same foundational learning for success as students in regular 
education.   Our department provides professional development for staff and support       
personnel relative to state mandated training, best practices for instruction, and strategies to 
address specific areas of disabilities.  Additionally, our department supports general        
education programs by providing student interventions and related services to students 
whose academic performance levels are delayed due to instructional, social, emotional or 
physical challenges when attending regular classes.   
 

Early Childhood 
South Holland School District 150 offers an integrated early childhood program at Greenwood Elementary School. A child-centered, 
multidisciplinary team approach is utilized in providing instruction and  services for children, three through five years of age with 
disabilities and non-disabilities. Our Early Childhood teacher for special education and Prekindergarten teacher as well as related 
services personnel, provides specialized educational services to children in a variety of settings to meet their  
developmental learning needs.  
 

Gifted  
Students are entitled to an education that will maximize their learning potential and stimulate growth intellectually, socially,  

emotionally, and physically.  South Holland School District 150 is committed to educational 
programs that provide opportunities for all students to fully develop their learning capabilities. 
 
We are committed to recognizing, challenging, and fostering high student ability and achieve-
ment with Gifted Identified students. South Holland School District 150 acknowledges that these  
students require intellectual stimulation and growth.  Staff  provides differentiated instruction to 
ensure lessons and projects are rigorous and challenging.  
 
South Holland School District 150 does not offer a formal Gifted Instructional Program, but  
we do offer Academic Honor Classes taught by teachers who have received training by ISBE  
approved workshop/seminars for Gifted Instruction.  The Academic Honors Program is available 
for students in grades 3-8. Greenwood Elementary and McKinley Elementary Honors Programs 
follow a self-contained cohort group model; McKinley Junior High’s  Program follows a depart-
mentalized model, all providing rigorous and challenging instruction in reading and mathematics 
in grades three through eight. 

 

English Language Leaners 
Our district also provides service to students who are identified as Limited English Proficient.  We want all English Language Learn-
ers to become competent in understanding, reading, listening, speaking, and writing of the English language through the develop-
ment of literacy and academic skills in grade level content areas.   
 

The program focuses on:  Developing English skills while learning grade appropriate academic content; Developing academic Eng-
lish language proficiency to assist students in meeting Illinois Learning Standards; as well as, the Illinois English Language Profi-
ciency Standards.  
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From the Desk of William Kolloway 
Greenwood Elementary School Principal 
708.339.4433 

Fall 2014 Issue 

Every school year starts with excitement, and curiosity. Our teachers, students, and parents are anxious about what the 
year will bring. We continue to stress the importance of arriving to school on time and attending  every day. There is a 
strong correlation with the success of student learning and unwavering attendance.  Parental support, for their child and 
the teacher, continues to be extremely important with the increased complexity to these educational requirements.  
 
The Greenwood staff has always demonstrated a commitment to our mission,  emphasizing the determination to edu-
cate all students to their maximum potential.  We contend that it’s not only important for us to believe in our students, 
but for them to have self-belief. The following quote from Ralph Waldo Emerson eloquently supports this belief, 
“What Lies Behind Us and What Lies Before Us Are Tiny Matters Compared to What Lies Within Us.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Bully-Free Pledge              Walk-a-thon 
 
At Greenwood, we support the home/school connection by focusing on the development of the whole child,  
socially, emotionally as well as educationally. We provide many activities designed to promote family participation and 
togetherness. We encourage parents to join us during Family Reading Nights, Family Math Nights, Family Science 
Fair, Stories-Songs and Sing-a-Long and Family Make and Takes. We host special  student performances during our 
Hispanic Heritage  Celebration, Black History  Celebration, Family Caroling and the Spring Musical for Recorders. We 
also host various social activities such as the Little King and Queen Dance, Annual Walk-a-Thon, Family Movie Night 
and our culminating Field Day Event. All of these activities are well supported by School District 150’s P&TA.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Hispanic Heritage Celebration     Spirit Week with Southpaw  
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Greetings to the South Holland community! Welcome to the 2014-2015 school year. 
I am excited about another  CHAMPIONSHIP year. We are off to a great start! McKinley  
welcomes Ms. Fountain, our new Assistant Principal,  Mr. Rowland, Band Director, and Mrs. Jenkins, 4th grade teacher.   
 
P&TA helped get the school year off to a positive start with Spirit Week. We had a great Kick-Off Assembly where  
we gave away over 40 gift certificates and prizes. P&TA also provided a motivational speaker who did a great job  
empowering our students to believe in themselves and to find the “New You.” The Fall Festival was another event  
sponsored by P&TA. There were bouncers, a rock climbing wall, as well as other activities for families to enjoy. It was 
nice to interact with our families in a more relaxed setting. P&TA is also leading a community service project where we 
collect plastic bags from grocery stores so students can create mats for the homeless. Seven hundred and fifty (750) bags 
make one mat. If you would like to donate to this cause, there are drop off bins at Greenwood and McKinley schools. 
 
Character and integrity are two very important qualities we try to instill in our students to help them become more  
successful. We continuously encourage our District 150 families and the community as a whole to support the various 
events that take place at McKinley. Visit our new and updated website at www.sd150.org or stop in the main office to 
stay informed of the many events we have going on.  
 

Special Talents at McKinley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

                 8th Grade Sky Scrapper Project                                                    7th Grade Art Class Pencil Drawings 
             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     Cameron Bufford & Carlton Hondras 

 Members of the JRW Championship Team          

                                  

Back-to-School   
Fall Festival 

Sponsored by  
P & TA 
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District Calendar for the Remainder of the 2014-2015 

Monday                          November 17     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Tuesday                          November 25           Mid Term Progress Reports Distributed  

Wednesday                   November 26          NO SCHOOL  

Thursday           November 27          Holiday – THANKSGIVING DAY (No School)  

Friday                         November 28          NO SCHOOL  

Monday                          December 15        SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Monday-Friday              Dec 22 – Jan  2        WINTER BREAK – No School  

Wednesday                   January 14     SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  

        Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON  

Wednesday                     January 14     End of 2nd Quarter  

Monday                         January 19          Holiday – DR. MARTIN L. KING’S  

        BIRTHDAY (No School)  

Friday                         January 23     Report Card Distribution  

Monday                         January 26     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Monday                        January 26              INSTITUTE DAY – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS  

Friday                       January 30    INSTITUTE DAY - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Wednesday                  February 11     SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  

        Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON  

Monday                        February 17     Holiday – PRESIDENT’S DAY (No School)  

Wednesday                   February 18            Mid Term Progress Reports Distributed  

Monday                        February 23     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Friday                        February 27         NO SCHOOL  

Monday                        March 2             Holiday – CASMIR PULASKI DAY (No School)  

Tuesday – Friday           March 3-31     ISAT TESTING  

Monday                        March 16                 SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Wednesday                   March 25                 End of 3rd Quarter 

Wednesday                          April 1      Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

Wednesday - Thursday   April 1 - 2       Report Card Distribution  

Wednesday - Thursday   April 1 - 2       PARCC Assessment  

Thursday               April 2     Parent/Teacher Conferences 8:50 am - 12:00 pm 

Friday                  April 3      Holiday—GOOD FRIDAY (No School)  

Monday – Friday      April 6 - 10     SPRING BREAK – No School  

Monday                  April 20      SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Tuesday                 April 21      SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  

        Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON 

Monday - Thursday   April 27 - 30       PARCC Assessment 

Friday - Friday    May 1 - 22               PARCC Assessment  

Wednesday                May 13                   SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT  

        Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON 

Monday                   May 18     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Monday                    May 25     Holiday – MEMORIAL DAY (No School)  

Tuesday                    June 2     Report Card Distribution  

Tuesday                June 2     Last Day of School – Full day attendance  

        (provided no emergency days are  

        used to close schools)  

Monday   June 15     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM  


